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Much attention has been paid to material which occurs more than once in the
Homeric poems. As a comprehensive guide to all species of repetition in Homer, there
is available Carl Eduard Schmidt’s Parallel-Homer of 1885. This includes epithets and
metrically convenient line endings, which are easily seen as part of the formulaic
inventory available to the Homeric bard. The duplication of complete lines, however,
including clusters of as many as seven consecutive lines, may be on a different basis.
It has therefore seemed useful to assemble a separate account of them, for students of
Homer and of early poetic literature in general. I note with interest the results which
Bruce and Taeko Brooks have achieved by studying duplicate lines (their term is
“common lines™) in the classical Chinese Sht corpus, where such lines appear to be
artifacts of text formation, and clues to the growth of that very large poetic repertoire,
rather than a formulaic resource existing prior to the composition of any one poem.

This index to the duplicated lines in the Iliad is in two parts. First comes a list by
sets, with all recurrences of a given line grouped together, the groups being arranged
by the earliest member of that set. Second, as an index to the sets, comes a consecutive
list of every Iliad line which has a duplicate elsewhere in the Iliad, with a superscript
number referring to the set number in the previous list (for a fuller list by line, see my
online paper listed below). It will readily appear that some sequences of otherwise
identical lines which differ only in one line may be grounds for reconsidering some
text-critical decisions lying behind our present text of Homer.

I have based these lists on the online text of the Chicago Homer, created by a team
at Northwestern University, and wish to express my thanks to that team for their labor
in putting together this invaluable resource.
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